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Articolo Wikipedia as a new cultural battlefield

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” is a famous sentence by Nelson Mandela, which reminds us that education is a cultural weapon which can reduce and inflame conflicts.

Today Wikipedia is our most contested and used reference, with almost 500 million readers, 30 million articles and 40 languages which can count over 100,000 articles, it is the most powerful existing educational tool, and it is accessible internationally online, offline and on mobile phones (for free on mobile phones in 29 countries in the so-called Global South). But what is Wikipedia teaching? What kind of transnational culture is producing and disseminating? 

Wikipedia is the dynamic encyclopedia anyone can edit. In theory it is a democratic and equally accessible instrument of production and distribution of culture and knowledge, which aims at providing information from a neutral point of view and creating “a world in which every single human being can freely share in the sum of all knowledge”. In practice this is far from reality. Wikipedia reproduces the particular and subjective interpretation that is produced in and by the so-called Global North (Graham 2011; Ford 2011); the so-called Global South is strongly underrepresented and it is mainly passive in the process of creation and distribution of knowledge (Graham 2011b, 2013, 2014; Elwood, 2010; Haklay, 2013). The visibility and generative nature of Wikipedia is then propagating a biased information beyond Wikipedia itself, which affects the way a large portion of the world perceive reality. 

This presentation argues that Wikipedia is a new continent, participating with a growing role in shaping culture and local cultures, and contributing – in the way history has already done (Said, 1978) – to cultural processes. At the same time Wikipedia is indeed the encyclopedia anyone can edit. People from the African continent can contribute and cultures in Africa can be represented; with its dynamic nature and its aim at providing information from a neutral point of view, Wikipedia could play a role in producing and disseminating more balanced representations and a broader information capable of contributing to conflict resolution. 

This presentations is based on the research project “Wikipedia Primary School: Providing on Wikipedia the information necessary to complete the cycle of primary education in the languages used by the different education systems” (2014-2017), the project “WikiAfrica: Increasing the quality and quantity of African content on Wikipedia” (2006-), and on the research proposal “Wikipedia Geographic Imbalance. Developing, testing, and evaluating strategies to reduce the information geographic imbalance of Wikipedia” develop with Claudio Calvino.
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I think the best would be a contribution under "Research" of 4000-8000 characters, accompanied by one or two images in high resolution (300dpi). We need no referencing. At the limit we can list some links or texts at the end of the contribution or add a box with information on WikiAfrika.
If you refer to the NL 2012/2&2013/1 you could take either of the contributions filed under Research as template.
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